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Hillsborough County school
property may be transformed
into affordable housing
Dec 15, 2022, 2:25pm EST

The Hillsborough County School
Board has ushered in a plan to
possibly transform school property
into affordable workforce apartments
as housing prices continue to put a
strain on families’ budgets.

Three development companies —
Blue Sky Communities, Related Urban
Development Group and Wire
Development — will be tapped to
redevelop unidentified school
property should any be made
available. Blue Sky’s apartments
would be for families earning between
30% and 120% of the area median
income, according to a release.

The development companies
submitted plans in response to a
request for proposals from May; the
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From the Tampa Bay Business Journal:
https://www.bizjournals.com/tampabay/news/2022/12/15/hillsborough-
school-property-workforce-housing.html



Hillsborough Superintendent
Addison Davis

school board unanimously gave them
the green light Tuesday.

“We applaud Hillsborough County Public Schools in recognizing
the importance of workforce housing and then acting on it by
making some of their vacant properties available,” Shawn Wilson,
president of Tampa-based Blue Sky Communities, said in a
statement. “Hopefully, many school district employees and other
citizens of Hillsborough County will find great housing options in
the near future. All of our apartments will come with amenities and
services that are on par with many higher-end apartment
complexes.”

The agreement between the school system and Blue Sky, Related
and Wire is for one year but can be renewed for four additional
one-year terms.

Board members selected the three firms as Superintendent
Addison Davis seeks to redistrict the school system in an effort to
save millions of dollars. Excess buildings that would be opened up
as part of the plan could be used for affordable teacher housing,
early learning centers and professional development wellness
centers, he told the Tampa Bay Business Journal this week.

At a Tuesday board meeting, Davis said the plan to work with the
three vendors is “just in case” board members eventually opt to use
excess buildings for housing. Staff members may be able to use
any new apartments, he said. Pinellas County Schools issued a
request for proposals in November for a housing development for
its teachers and staff.

Board member Stacy Hahn said the school system shouldn’t be a
landlord but that there are opportunities for fruitful partnerships.

“I’m glad that we’re going to explore this,” she said.
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